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and corruption. The Revolution made a thorough clean-up
of these institutions, and the Congress of Vienna estab-
lished the most important alterations in the new Eu-
ropean system. The Catholic Church lost a great part of
its wealth and political power; but it became a more
serious and sincere religious force. Alongside of religious
culture, a laic culture developed and flourished. Having
shaken off the guardianship of the Church, the states be-
came freer in their movements and more active. The
monarchic system also became simpler, more serious, more
effective, through the assimilation of a great many small
dynasties by a smaller number of medium and large mon-
archies.
The Revolution spread the ideas of liberty and equality
widely throughout Europe and America. This was the
second phase of its assets. It spread the idea of liberty in
two forms: intellectual liberty, as a result of the seculariza-
tion of society; and political liberty, whose most impor-
tant manifestation was the right of opposition. The Revo-
lution also disseminated far and wide the idea of political
and social equality, which had a greater significance for
Europe than for America. In the eighteenth century,
Europe had become an ultra-aristocratic organization,
which was not only contrary to the principles of Christi-
anity, but which had become an obstacle to the develop-
ment of new creative forces*
In short, the Revolution accomplished a fundamental
humanization of Western customs, government, and law,
particularly the penal code. Although the eighteenth
century had attained a high degree of refinement in many
angles of social life, its penal code had remained positively
barbaric. It was the Revolution which humanized the
penal code everywhere. In this humanization of customs,
government, and law, one must include freedom of wor-
ship, the emancipation of the Jews, the elimination of
all the restraints surviving from the religious wars-the
Inquisition, for instance.